
 

 

 

UK-wide Fraud: Criminal (Band 1) 

        What the team is known for: Outstanding track record of defending prominent 

individuals in complex, high-value fraud cases. 

        Strengths (Quotes mainly from clients) 

Team strength: "A really excellent firm of solicitors which has really good criminal and fraud 
expertise." 

Market standing: "It's very much at the forefront of legal practice in this field." 

        Work highlights: Acted for a key defendant in the 'Blue Index' insider dealing trial, which 

was prosecuted by the former FSA. Instructed to represent a former supplier of JJB sports, 

who was charged with false accounting after the SFO's investigation into the company's 
collapse. 

        Notable practitioners 

Peter Binning is ranked in Band 1. Sources identify Peter Binning as a leading defence 

solicitor, who prepares cases "immaculately, with care and thought." He is frequently instructed 

in high-profile SFO investigations. 

David Corker is ranked in Band 1. David Corker is a highly regarded white-collar defence 

lawyer with an extensive track record of advising the subjects of major SFO investigations. He 

is singled out as a "knowledgeable"practitioner with "long experience and long understanding of 

how the prosecution process works and how it can best be derailed." 

Nicola Finnerty is ranked in Band 1. Sources admire Nicola Finnerty for her "excellent client 

management skills," "great understanding of the issues and ability to identify weak spots in the 

prosecution's case." Her recent work includes successfully defending a prominent criminal 
barrister against charges of cheating the revenue. 

Andrew Smith is described by sources as a "really polished, really intelligent" solicitor who is 

well equipped to advise on commercially sensitive cases. He has experience of advising senior 
figures in relation to large-scale SFO investigations. 

o   London (Firms) - Extradition (Band 1) 

        What the team is known for Leading extradition practice serving mainly private clients. 

Expertise in extradition requests from Russia and former Soviet states. 

        Strengths (Quotes mainly from clients) 

Market standing: "The firm has a presence in extradition and handles higher-end stuff." 

http://www.chambersandpartners.com/firm/62545/1#255396
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/person/14910/1
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/person/12241/1
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/person/14914/1
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/person/625690/1
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/firm/62545/1#290864


        Work highlights: Recently represented a Russian national in opposing extradition from 
Cyprus. 

        Notable practitioners 

Peter Binning is ranked in Band 2. The highly respected Peter Binning regularly defends 

clients in complex extradition matters, particularly those involving Russia. Sources highlight 
the advantages of his prosecutorial background, which allows him "to see things from both sides." 

 

        London (Firms) - Crime (Band 2) 

        What the team is known for: A well-known criminal defence firm that acts on behalf 

of private clients in headline-grabbing cases. 

        Strengths (Quotes mainly from clients) 

Clarity of advice: "The firm does not overstate what it can achieve. Corker Binning is realistic 
and really good at explaining difficult issues to clients in a concise manner." 

Technical ability: "It is invariably very well prepared and good at identifying the issues in a 
case." 

Market standing: "Corker Binning is often instructed in high-profile cases that attract lots of 
media attention." 

        Work highlights: Acting for individuals arrested in connection with Operation Elveden, 

investigating commission of misconduct in a public office. 

        Notable practitioners 

Robert Brown is ranked as a ‘Star Individual’. The "fantastic" Robert Brown recently handled 

the defence of Vicky Pryce, who was charged with perverting the course of justice. "Brilliant 

with clients" and possessing "a wealth of experience,"he is highly praised for his sound judgement 
and tactical awareness. 

Nicola Finnerty is ranked in Band 1. Nicola Finnerty is "well-established" and noted for being 

able to quickly pick up a case and "achieve results without getting intimidated." She is known for 

handling high-profile criminal cases, being called on to represent several individuals arrested 
as part of sexual abuse investigations under Operation Yewtree.  

Gemma Tombs is ranked in Band 4. Recently made partner, Gemma Tombs is gifted 

with "very clear thinking" and is seen as "a rising star." She recently advised a client charged with 
conspiracy to supply class A drugs in the context of a large prosecution of several gangs. 

Andrew Smith is ranked as an ‘Up and Coming’ individual. Sources speak at length about up-
and-coming partner Andrew Smith, particularly praising his "very good legal intellect." 
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Corporate Crime & Investigations (Band 3) 

  

        What the team is known for: Acts for companies and directors in relation to internal 

corruption investigations and potential self-reporting issues. Highly regarded cartel defence 
practice. 

        Strengths (Quotes mainly from clients) 

Technical ability: "Having someone who specialises in and knows how to go about the 
process was very useful." 

Market standing: "They have carved out a practice that gives an absolutely first-class service." 

        Notable practitioners 

Peter Binning is ranked in Band 3. Peter Binning is a "high-profile figure" with an "international 

reputation" for advising on white-collar issues. Sources describe him as a "bright, client-oriented, 

strategic and thorough" practitioner. 

"Up-and-coming" partner Andrew Smith is singled out as a "star of the future," who "will ring 
bells." Sources praise his clear analysis and comprehensive approach. 

David Corker is ranked in Band 1. David Corker has a reputation for being "one of the 
cleverest solicitors practising." He is noted here for his cartel defence experience.   

  

 

http://www.chambersandpartners.com/firm/62545/1#255079
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/person/14910/1
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/person/625690/1
http://www.chambersandpartners.com/person/12241/1

